






















































































120 BASIC PRINCIPLES

XVIII. Baptism

120. Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of
difference whereby Christians are distinguished from others
who are not baptized, but it is also a sign of regeneration or
new birth. The baptism of young children is to be retained
in the Church.

Adult persons and parents of each child to be baptized shall
have the choice of baptism by immersion, sprinkling, or pour-
ing.

Nugm. 8:7; lsa. 52:15; Ezek. 36:25; Matf. 3:13-17; Mark 1:10; 16:16;

John 3:22,26; 4:1-2; Acts 2:38,41; 8:12-17; 9:18; 16:53; 18:8; 19:5; 22:16;
I Cor. 12:53; Gal. 3:27-29; Col. 2:11-12; Titus 3:5.

XIX. The Lord’s Supper

121. The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of love that
Christians ought to have among themselves one to another, but
rather it is a Sacrament of our redemption by Christ’s death;
insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith re-
ceive the same, it is made a medium through which God doth
communicate grace to the heart.

Luke 22:19-20; John 6:53,56; | Cor, 5:7-8; 10:3-4,16; 11:28.
XX. The Church

122. The Christian Church is the entire body of believers in
Jesus Christ. The Founder and only Head of the Church is
Christ. It is composed of all faithful believers in Christ, some
of whom have gone to be with the Lord and others of whom
remain on the earth, having renounced the world, the flesh, and
the devil and are dedicated to the work which Christ committed
unto His Church till He come. The Church is to preach the
pure Word of God and duly administer the Sacraments accord-
ing to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that are of neces-
sity requisite to the same.

A local church is a body of believers formally organized on
gospel principles meeting regularly for the purposes of worship,
edification, instruction, and evangelism.

The Wesleyan Church is a denomination consisting of those
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CONSTITUTION 125

members within district conferences and local churches who as
members of the Body of Christ hold the faith set forth in these
Articles and acknowledge the ecclesiastical authority of its
governing body.

Matt. 16:18; 18:17; Acts 2:41-47; 7:38; 9:31; 11:22; 12:5; 14:23; 15:22; 20:

28; | Cor. 12:28; 16:1; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:9-10,21; 5:22-33; Col. 1:18,
24; | Tim. 3:15; Heb. 12:23; James 5:14.

XXI. The Second Coming of Christ

123. The doctrine of the second coming of Christ is a pre-
cious truth and a glorious hope to the people of God. The
certainty of the personal and imminent return of Christ is a
powerful inspiration to holy living and zealous effort for the
evangelization of the world. We believe the Scriptures teach
that at His return He will cause the fulfillment of all proph-
ecies made concerning His final and complete triumph over
all evil.

Job 19:25-27; Ps. 17:15; lIsa. 11:1-12; Dan. 12:1-4; Zech, 14:1-11; Mait.
24:1-51; 26:64; Mark 13:26-37; Luke 17:26-37; 21:24-36; John 14:1-3;
Acts 1:9-11; | Cor. 1:7-8; | Thess. 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14; Heb. 9:27-28;
James 5:7-5; 11 Peter 3:1-14; |1 John 3:2-3; Jude 14; Rev. 1:7; 19:11-16;
22:6-7,12,20.

XXII. The Resurrection of the Dead

124. We hold the Scriptural statements concerning the res-
urrection of the dead to be true and worthy of universal ac-
ceptance. We believe the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ
was a fact of history and a miracle of supreme importance.
We understand the manner of the resurrection of mankind to
be the resurrection of the righteous dead, at Christ’s second
coming, and the resurrection of the wicked at a later time.
Resurrection will be the reuniting of soul and body preparatory
to final reward or punishment.

Job 19:25-27; Ps. 17-15; Dan. 12:2; Matt, 22:30-32; 28:1-20; Luke 14:14;
John 5:28-29; Acts 23:6-8; Rom. 8:11; | Cor. 6:14; 15:1-58; 1l Cor. 4:14;
5:1-11; | Thess. 4:14-17; Rev. 20:4-6,11-13.

XXIII. The Judgment of Mankind

125. The Scriptures reveal God as the Judge of all mankind
and the acts of His judgment to be based on His omniscience
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