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* Houghton University 
* Indiana Wesleyan Univ. 
* Kingswood Univ. 
* Oklahoma Wesleyan Univ. 
* Southern Wesleyan Univ. 

Submit DBMD form #1 to DBMD.

Request references to complete 
DBMD form #2. 
Complete initial interview with the 
DBMD. 

Respond to a Call to Ministry.

Seek recommendation by local church and pastor to be a 

Board of Ministerial Development (DBMD). 

Schedule interview with DBMD. 

Your DBMD may have additional requirements for this process. 

* Wesley Seminary (IWU)

* Approved Seminaries 

 Be certified for ordination by the Education and Clergy Development Division 

after completion of academic requirements.

Submit DBMD form #5 and successfully complete ordination interview with DBMD.

Be ordained in a service of ordination by the district. 

 : 
Serve 1 year as Ministerial Student. 

Complete licensing courses and be appointed to local church ministry by district. 

Be issued a district license. 

Complete yearly interviews with the DBMD. Submit DBMD form #3 each year. 

Complete 2 years of service as Licensed Minister in a Wesleyan Church. 

Enroll online and submit official transcripts of
all previous college studies to the Education and
Clergy Development Division of The Wesleyan
Church. (www.wesleyan.org/ecd) 

 
* Kingswood Extended (KU)
* Cross Training (OKWU)
* Ministry Training Programs 

Complete service time requirements

Ordination coursework may be completed through the following programs: 
Bachelor of Arts: Masters Degree: Non-Traditional:

www.wesleyan.org/ecd/hig

hereducation

Ordination
Track in The

Wesleyan
Church 

http://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/approved-
http://www.wesleyan.org/ecd)
http://www.wesleyan.org/ecd)
http://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/approved-
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https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ordination-and-credentialing/pursue. 
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https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/flama

Loan Grant 
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https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ordination-and-credentialing/finance


Required Courses of The Wesleyan Church 

* These are the courses required to become a licensed minister, which is the first step toward
ordination or commissioning. Please note:  To retain a district license an individual must complete two
classes per year.  Ministerial license is not a permanent situation.
See the following page for Licensed Minister (Permanent Status) requirements.

Category/Class Class 
Number Ordained Commissioned 

Lay 
Special 
Worker 

Lay Minister 

General Ed 
Sociology or Cultural  
Anthropology 

C21 Required 

Psychology C22 Required 
Philosophy/Ethics C31 Required 

Bible 
∆ - Choose one from 
C03, C04 or C14 

*Old Testament Intro C03 Required Required Required ∆ 
*New Testament Intro C04 Required Required Required ∆ 
*Methods of Bible Study C14 Required Required Required ∆ 
Old Testament Elective OT1 Required 
New Testament Elective NT1 Required 

History 
General Church History C25 Required Required 
*Wesleyan History/Discipline C35 Required Required Required Required 

Theology 
*Intro to Theology C05 Required Required Required Required 
Advanced Theology C32 Required 
*Doctrine of Holiness (effective 1/1/25) C42 Required Required Required 

Practical Ministries 

∆ - Choose two from 
among C23, C28, C29 
C33, C34, C36, C38, or 
C44 

Christian Education C23 Required Required Required ∆ 
Spiritual Formation C26 Required Required 
Evangelism/Church Health C28 Required Required Required ∆ 
Global and Intercultural 
Ministries 

C29 Required ∆ 

Intro to Homiletics C33 Required Required ∆ 
Pastoral Ministries C34 Required Required ∆ 
Worship C36 Required ∆ 
*Church
Leadership/Management

C38 Required Required ∆ 

Expository Preaching C43 Required 
Pastoral Counseling C44 Required Required ∆ 
Elective in Specialty Required 
Elective in Specialty Required 

Supervised Ministry 
Supervised Ministry C55 Required Required 



Required Courses of The Wesleyan Church 
For Licensed Minister (Permanent Status) 

* These are the seven courses required to become a Licensed Minister with Permanent Status.  In
addition, five Electives must be chosen in consultation with the DBMD.

Category/Class Class 
Number

Licensed Minister 
(Permanent Status) 

General Ed 
Sociology or Cultural Anthropology C21 
Psychology C22 
Philosophy/Ethics C31 

Bible 
*Old Testament Intro C03 Required 
*New Testament Intro C04 Required 
*Methods of Bible Study C14 Required 
Old Testament Elective OT1 Elective Option 
New Testament Elective NT1 Elective Option 

History 
General Church History C25 Elective Option 
*Wesleyan History/Discipline C35 Required 

Theology 
*Intro to Theology C05 Required 
Advanced Theology C32 Elective Option 
*Doctrine of Holiness C42 Required 

Practical Ministries 
Christian Education C23 Elective Option 
Spiritual Formation C26 Elective Option 
Evangelism/Church Health C28 Elective Option 
Global and Intercultural Ministries C29 Elective Option 
Intro to Homiletics C33 Elective Option 
Pastoral Ministries C34 Elective Option 
Worship C36 Elective Option 
*Church Leadership/Management C38 Required 
Expository Preaching C43 Elective Option 
Pastoral Counseling C44 Elective Option 

Supervised Ministry 
Supervised Ministry C55 Elective Option 



https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ordination-and-credentialing/pursue

https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ordination-and-credentialing/pursue. 

1.17.25

www.wesleyan.org/ecd/enroll
www.wesleyan.org/ecd/enroll
www.wesleyan.org/ecd/enroll


1.17.25


	1-1-24-Required-Course-of-TWC.pdf
	Required Courses of the Wesleyan Church
	Category/Class
	Ordained
	Commissioned


	General Ed
	Bible

	History
	Theology
	Practical Ministries
	Supervised Ministry
	Category/Class
	Licensed Minister (Permanent Status)


	Required Courses of the Wesleyan Church
	General Ed
	Bible

	History
	Theology
	Practical Ministries
	Supervised Ministry




