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s an elementary-age student, did 
you ever take single pieces of 
paper and on each draw a stick 

figure posed in a progressive stage of 
running? You could see your creation 
“run” by holding the assembled pages 
in one hand and flipping through them 
with the other. 
 Preparations for the 14th 
General Conference of The Wesleyan 
Church (TWC) feel similar. Originally 
GC20 became GC21 and now is GC22. 
Flipping through the past three 
years, we expectantly and joyfully 
say, “finally!” 
 The conference theme remains, 

“Unleashed … 
so that all can 
be made new.”
While a reminder that we’re filled 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
Unleashed also conveys movement, 
action. 
 We seek to be included in what 
God is doing in “transforming lives, 
churches and communities through 
the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ.” 
The Spirit is the catalyst and we’re 
the conduit for his extraordinary and 
eternal purposes.  

 We close the Gospel Gap by 
evangelizing the lost, making disciples, 
equipping the church and ministering 
to society, celebrating every time a 
disciple makes a disciple and a church 
multiplies itself until we have 
a transforming presence in every 
ZIP code.
 Just as when the church was
born on Pentecost, we long to be 
Spirit-empowered witnesses 
(Acts 1:8) who together are a
 Kingdom Force Unleashed!
 We’re excited about being
together May 22-25, 2022, to 
celebrate what God has done, can do 
and will do through TWC. General 
Conference is at the America’s Center 
Convention Complex, downtown 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

All are welcome. Attendees need to 
register online or onsite; however, there 
is no registration fee. Worship and 
business sessions will be livestreamed.
 God has been faithful in allowing 
TWC to glorify him. This May, 
join our celebration and prayerful 
discernment of God’s will for our 
future and his glory. 

DR. WAYNE SCHMIDT
General Superintendent
The Wesleyan Church

A

ISSN 2327-414X (print)   ISSN 2327-4158 (online) 

Wesleyan Life is published two times annually, free to 
The Wesleyan Church schools and churches. Home 
delivery is available for a minimum donation of $12 
(U.S. dollars) and $15 (USD) for Canadian addresses.

Correspondence
For change of address give both old and new addresses. 
Address all editorial and advertising correspondence, 
subscriptions and change of address to:

Vol. 16, No. 1

Transforming lives, churches and
communities through the hope 
and holiness of Jesus Christ.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken 
from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

Texto bíblico tomado de La Santa Biblia, Reina 
Valera Revisada® RVR® Copyright © 2017 por 
HarperCollins Christian Publishing® Usado con permiso. 
Reservados todos los derechos en todo el mundo.

Contents of this magazine are not to be reproduced without 
written permission. 

Founders Orange Scott (1843), Seth Rees (1897)

Executive Editor Janelle Vernon
Creative Director Anna Stingley
Assistant Editor Angela Alvarado
Designer Anna Stingley
Digital Curator Matthew Tietje 

Contributors
David Drury
Patrick Eby
Gracia Gormong
Emily Hines
Andrea Hunter

Jennifer Jones 
Ethan Linder
Wayne Schmidt 

DIGITAL MAGAZINE AT WESLEYAN.LIFE

Address
The Wesleyan Church
13300 Olio Road, Suite 100
Fishers, IN 46037
Tel: 317.774.7905
Fax: 317.774.3870
www.wesleyan.org
communications@wesleyan.org

Published by Wesleyan Publishing House

Member:Member:

REGISTER FOR GENERAL CONFERENCE 2022
wes.life/14thGCRegister



3wesleyan.life  / SPRING 2022

@WESLEYANCHURCH

FACEBOOK.COM/THEWESLEYANCHURCH

INSTAGRAM.COM/WESLEYANCHURCH

But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

STORY
04 More history to be made

08 Listening to learn

18 The global economy is on the 

 move … is the church?

21 The whys behind the write

26 Holiness in everyday work clothes

28 News

30 Remembered

TEACHING
12 Waiting for God

24 Healthy pastors, healthy churches

VISION
02 Unleashed together

10 Who are we



4 SPRING 2022 /  wesleyan.life 

MORE

HISTORY
to be made

hady Grove Wesleyan Church’s (SGWC) 
innovating through disruption is nothing new. 
The Colfax, North Carolina, congregation 

celebrated their 150-year anniversary in 2021, amid a 
cultural moment that has been challenging for almost 
every church. 
 As congregations sift through pandemic recovery, 
theological deconstruction and competing visions of 
the church’s place in society, SGWC’s history offers an 
instructive path forward for those seeking to be faithful 
in our time and place. 

“When I think of this church, 
they’ve been through pandemics 
before. They’ve weathered world 
wars and great depressions — and 
have remained convinced the 
message is greater and stronger 
than what’s around us,” said the Rev. Todd 
Reynolds, lead pastor at SGWC. That durable ministry 

S

WATCH Shady Grove’s 150th 
anniversary celebration.
wes.life/sgwc-150th
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emerges from a well-laid theological 
framework. Founded in 1871, SGWC 
was rooted in the Wesleyan-Methodist 
tradition of personal holiness and 
social activism. Adam Crooks, an 
early Wesleyan-Methodist minister 
instrumental in abolition and 
temperance movements, was among the 
early theological influences for SGWC. 
 “Shady Grove is holy ground for 
Wesleyan history,” reflected Dr. Bob 
Black, professor emeritus of religion at 
Southern Wesleyan University. Even 
before their founding date, as early as 
the 1840s, SGWC was an “open-air 
preaching point that was the scene 
for mob attacks against Wesleyan 
preachers,” he added.
 Social and personal holiness came 
through in the church’s early ministry, 
with church members regularly 
advocating (in personal relationships 
and public legal advocacy) for just laws 
and a society respecting the dignity of 
all image bearers. 
 “The social issues he (Crooks)
was standing up for at the time, and 
the holiness movement and the desire 
to preach a holiness message in the 
community … those are things the 
church has been built on,” reflected 
Rev. Reynolds.

 Those messages were 
countercultural in North Carolina 
at the time and SGWC’s founders 
knew the potential cost. In the early 
1850s, Rev. Crooks was driven out of 
North Carolina for his open advocacy 
of abolition. Yet when the fledgling 
congregation decided to build a church 
building, he reprised his role as the 
church’s spiritual father and preached at 
the building’s dedication service. 
 Services continued to draw a 
group of congregants who believed 
the gospel must be good news; not 
just in the abstract, but in holy habits 
that oriented churches, communities, 
families and individuals.
 This optimistic gospel gave young 
people in Colfax a vision of Christianity 
big enough for them to commit. As 
young attendees, motivated to make 
a difference in their community and 
to grow in holiness, began emerging 
in leadership through SGWC, the 
congregation became a “sending 
church,” developing clergy and lay-
shepherds who took the optimistic 
gospel with them into their next 
placement. 
 SGWC’s mobilizing of leaders 
made it a natural “convening place” for 
conferences and revivals in their district 
of The Wesleyan Church. For decades, 

SGWC hosted the district’s camp 
meetings; the congregation invested 
deeply in creating space for a broader 
community to listen to God’s voice, and 
that effort has multiplied their disciple 
making. Even now, many trace their 
spiritual lineage — whether a confession 
of faith, call to ministry or invitation to 
holiness — through their experiences at 
SGWC. 
 This past work dovetails with 
SGWC’s continued work as a 
vibrant church for their community. 
“Shady Grove deserves a whole 
array of historical markers to 
tell of her past,” said Dr. Black. 
“But the greatest 
accomplishment is that 
the church remains 
a dynamic, thriving, 
innovative congregation 
today with the same 
sense of mission and 
the same level of 
commitment as those 
pioneering Wesleyans 
demonstrated a 
century-and-a-half ago.”
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Evidence of this commitment abounds, including the Colfax 
Partnership, a partnership between SGWC and the nearby 
Colfax Elementary School, in which volunteers, teachers, 
administrators and clergy work together to meet student 
needs in their school district. 
 God continues to call missionaries and ministers 
through SGWC’s robust intergenerational community; yet, 
as Rev. Reynolds reflects on his time in the congregation, he 
articulates a rising sense of “call” among laity who approach 
their “secular” vocations as a sacred calling.
 “Like every other church, we have our challenges and 
issues,” reflected Rev. Reynolds. “And yet there is a great 
nucleus of people who love God, love one another and love 
their community … and who have an understanding of our 
tradition and heritage as Wesleyans, and our unique calling to 
spread a message of hope and holiness.” 
 SGWC’s holiness vision may be instructive for churches 
looking to faithfully minister to communities in which many 
of their neighbors (especially young people) need a reason to 
be convinced the local church is worthwhile. We’re in a time 
of deep suspicion around religion and our moment requires 
churches to find a fresh vision of success: not just calling 
people to come to church but inviting people to move with 
God into the spaces of their work, homes and neighborhoods. 
 Situated within a rich Wesleyan history of personal and 
social holiness, SGWC has a uniquely important charge to 

keep to the next generation. Their commitment to raise up 
and send out leaders for the church and community — an 
important emphasis during their entire history — continues 
in robust children and youth programs. But perhaps more 
importantly, SGWC offers a vision of the gospel that ages well, 
because it’s truly good news — not just for the church but for 
their community. 
 “With every new challenge, God is always going to have a 
people who share the message that doesn’t change,” reflected 
Rev. Reynolds. “People are hungry for hope; 
and our unique Wesleyan message of 
the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ 
now is in a place where it resonates. 
As things get bleaker in our world, and people have 
more questions, there’s more opportunity for us to share
 that message.” 
 As churches seek to be faithful in bringing our Wesleyan 
history and theology to bear on lives today, SGWC’s trajectory 
offers much to learn from: harmonizing piety with activism, 
community commitment with a deep theological mooring and 
empowering the leaders of tomorrow. As Dr. Black reflected, 
“There’s more history to be made at Shady Grove.”  

REV. ETHAN LINDER is the pastor of 
collegians and young adults at College Wesleyan 
Church in Marion, Indiana, and contributing 
editor with The Wesleyan Church's Education 
and Clergy Development Division.
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LEARN
Listening to

he Wesleyan Church’s (TWC) desire for the 
church body to reflect the ethnicities and 
cultures that make up America today is also 

the largest obstacle facing Hispanic churches.
 Since Spanish is the official language of 20 
countries, leading a Hispanic congregation is 
akin to being a missionary in a foreign land, 
unfamiliar with the dialects and customs. 
Theology is even a challenge as many Latinos 
come from a Catholic background. 
 To better understand these challenges and equip 
leaders to live into their callings, TWC gathered 
many Hispanic leaders last October. Three of those 
leaders are highlighted here, each sharing some of 
the greatest challenges Hispanic churches face today.

T



9wesleyan.life  / SPRING 2022

REV. ALFREDO BARRENO, ECUADOR
Alfredo Barreno, born in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, immigrated to the U.S. at 19. 
His wife, Silvia, hails from Mexico.  
Before they knew the Lord, life 
was “pretty much a disaster,”  Rev. 
Barreno says. Fast forward 30 years. 
The Barrenos have three children 
and planted five churches. They lead 
Conexion Cristiana in Wesley Chapel, 
Florida, and Rev. Barreno is the Florida 
District’s Hispanic director. 
 Rev. Barreno believes the lack of 
facilities to be a top obstacle facing 
Hispanic churches. Finding resources 
or buildings to start churches has been 
challenging. We’ve had to use service 
hours where not even the devil wants 
to attend,” he said jokingly. “But,” he 
quickly adds, “God always finds a way.”
 Another obstacle is overcoming 
cultural barriers. It’s not as simple as 
being a Spanish speaker in an English 
world. “In our congregation we have 
people from Colombia, Puerto Rico, 
Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, 
Panama, Honduras, Peru, Ecuador, 
Venezuela, Mexico and the USA. 
Although we speak the same language, 
each one has its own culture,” said  
Rev. Barreno. 
 Another challenge is many 
Hispanics coming to the U.S. move 
frequently to find stable work, which 
can be discouraging for pastors who 
invest time mentoring and building  
up their church just to watch them 
move away. 

REV. INGRID MARTINEZ, COLOMBIA 
Ingrid Martinez, who pastors Casa 
Sobre la Roca, Red de Iglesias in 
Columbus, Ohio, knows the challenges 
immigrants face. Born in Colombia, 
she traveled to the U.S. with her parents 
at 21 in search of a better life. She was 
a teacher by profession who began to 
serve God at a young age. Rev. Martinez 
believes that serving in the local church 
helped prepare her for her studies at 
Wesley Seminary. She was ordained in 
2012. These events led to God using 
her talents as an assistant pastor, and 
in teaching FLAMA courses until God 
opened another door for her and her 
husband, Ricardo Gonzalez, to plant a 
church in 2020. 
 Their struggle has been different 
from Rev. Barreno’s because their 
church started virtually during the 
pandemic. They began by praying for 
COVID patients and their families. “We 
soon saw the need to share God’s word 
with them through the only medium we 
had — Zoom calls.” Their virtual crowd 
grew to 50 until they were able to meet 
in person and started baptizing new 
disciples. 
 More than a year after launching, 
her church has more than 90 souls 
“relearning how to do church,” and 
making new disciples from a network of 
four house churches meeting on Zoom 
on Wednesdays and in person  
on Sundays. 

REV. NEFTALI LOPEZ, MEXICO
Neftali Lopez, who grew up in Los 
Mochis in Sinaloa, Mexico, received 
God’s calling at age 18. He graduated 
from the Mexican Biblical 
Seminary in Hermosillo, 
receiving a B.A. in 
theology. After enlisting 
in the U.S. Navy, he 
returned to his studies, 
graduating with a master's 
in pastoral counseling 
and a Master of Divinity 
in 2011. He then was 
deployed to Djibouti, Africa, for two 
years, eventually finishing a post-
graduate degree in education.
 Today, he and his wife, Grace Lopez, 
have been pastoring Iglesia Wesleyana 
Amistad Cristiana in Carmel, Indiana, 
in the last six years. He also serves as 
military students' chaplain at Indiana 
Wesleyan University. 
 Rev. Lopez sees four huge 
challenges for Hispanic churches: a 
narrow target audience, a lack of proper 
discipleship for the second generation 
due to intermingled use of English and 
Spanish, a need for uniform Hispanic 
discipleship curriculum nationwide and 
legal documents for new leaders.
 He hopes TWC can help provide a 
pathway for “proven” pastors to legalize 
their status. “A nationwide call to pray 
for Hispanics coming to Christ would 
be a great thing that The Wesleyan 
Church could lead.” 
 Let’s join these leaders in asking 
God for answers to the challenges and 
be ready to respond how he leads. 
 

Finding resources 
or buildings to start 
churches has been 
challenging.

“We soon saw the need 
to share God's word 
with them through the 
only medium we had —
Zoom calls,” shared 
Rev. Martinez.

“A nationwide call 
to pray for Hispanics 
coming to Christ would 
be a great thing that The 
Wesleyan Church could 
lead,” said Rev. Lopez. 

JENNIFER JONES
is the district administrator for 
the South Carolina District of 
The Wesleyan Church.
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W
Who are we?

hen it comes to music, I’m rhythmically 
challenged. I can’t simultaneously clap and 
carry a tune. I’m incapable of fulfilling the 

psalmist’s call to “Let them praise his name with 
dancing ...” (149:3, NIV). For the sake of those around 
me in church, it’s best I stand still so no one gets hurt.
 But I value the rhythms in my life, especially those 
in step with God’s Spirit. 
 Rhythms can be personal and organizational. The 
Wesleyan Church (TWC) has a rhythm of looking 
back and ahead. General Conference contributes to 
this rhythm, helping us to remember our foundations 
and what is central to our shared faith even as we 
discern and lean into where God is leading.
 These rhythms help shape our identity as TWC, 
a combination of actual and aspirational, our current 
reality and who we’re becoming. We live and move 
forward by faith, giving God glory for what is seen and 
believing for what is yet to be seen. We’ve not arrived 
but enthusiastically embrace the kingdom adventure 
of being included in what God is doing!

 Our desire to be a Kingdom Force reflects this 
actual and aspirational combination. Empowered by 
the Spirit to be witnesses as the church was born, God 
has always catalyzed his people to be a movement 
— multigenerational, multiethnic, multieconomic, 
women and men, lay and clergy, from everywhere 
to everywhere. TWC statistics reflect this reality — 
we have more multiethnic churches and women in 
ministry in all leadership roles than ever before.  

WE CONTINUE TO ASPIRE 
FOR THE SPIRIT OF JESUS TO

create a 
movement
THROUGH TWC THAT 
MORE FULLY MAKES US AN 
EXPRESSION OF HIS BODY.
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How is our
identity 
defined?

 It may begin with our name. My 
full name is Wayne Keith Schmidt, Jr. — 
when people see or hear it, they know 
I’m named after my dad. Sometimes this 
prompts them to ask about my father. 
 We are The Wesleyan Church. 
“Church” reminds us that we’re the 
bride and body of Christ … he is our 
head. Our roots go back to Pentecost. 
We’re “Wesleyan” — we’re named after 
John Wesley. Our primary identity is 
the church, uniquely within that body 
we are “Wesleyan.” We’re not a very big 
part of it, and we resist any propensity 
to boast that we’re its best part, yet we 
want to steward well the unique identity 
God has entrusted to us to make the 
contribution he has called us to make.
 We’re defined by who we’ve 
been — our history. Our DNA is this 
intriguing and sometimes complex 
mixture of being connectional and 
entrepreneurial — denominational but 
barely institutional. 
 We put a lot of effort into 
connecting or “conferencing” — 
officially in “conference” settings in 
local churches and districts annually, in 
North America and the International 
Conference of TWC quadrennially. We 
often characterize ourselves as a family; 
so these conference times feel a bit like 
family reunions. 

We are entrepreneurial; innovating 
new approaches to discipleship, 
birthing a wide variety of church plants, 
and creatively seeking to bring the 
transforming presence of Christ to our 
widely differing community contexts. 
Our unity (connection) does not mean 
conformity — we don’t all look or 
think alike. Unity amid entrepreneurial 
diversity reminds us our unity is not a 
matter of sameness, but an answer to 
Jesus’ prayer that we may be “… one 
… that the world may believe” (John 
17:21). That phrase was on the platform 
banner when The Wesleyan Church was 
created in 1968.
 We’re defined by what we believe 
— we’re evangelical but not generically 
so. We’re a holiness church embracing 
an optimistic grace. We praise God 
for forgiveness and confess our sins 
to experience the cleansing from all 
unrighteousness provided to us through 
Christ. We also confidently affirm that 
the Spirit who provides forgiveness 
also provides freedom. By his grace, 
and through our spiritual formation 
disciplines with the transformation only 
God can bring about, we’re holy people. 

 We are defined by our behavior — 
we’re a notably generous people. We 
seek to be gracious, exhibiting what 
Wesley called “perfect love” by loving 
God completely (heart, soul, mind, 
strength) and loving our neighbors 
as ourselves. 

The list could go on. 

Identity is 
important. 

 When her kids were young and they 
lived in Eastern Europe, Global Partners 
Director of Learning and Leadership 
Nikki Nettleton asked her children 
daily, “Who are you? Whose are you?” 
They would answer, “We’re God’s.” 
Nikki replied, “Don’t forget … Live 
for him.”

Wesleyans, 
who are we 
and whose 
are we? 
We’re God’s. 

Don’t forget your identity. … Live 
for him!

LEARN MORE about TWC’s history.
wes.life/twchistory

DR. WAYNE SCHMIDT
General Superintendent
The Wesleyan Church

CONNECT to the rhythm of 
General Conference.
wesleyan.org/unleashed
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arly in ministry, John and Charles Wesley faced 
this question: How should we wait on the presence 
of God? The English Moravians were so afraid of 

anything that could be mistaken as earning their way to 
heaven, that they recommended people sit quietly, waiting 
for God to make the first move. The Wesleys resisted this 
emphasis on stillness, instead teaching people to use the 
practices God established in Scripture. Both the Wesleys and 
Moravians, however, resonated with Psalms 42:1-2, NRSV:

EWAITING

GodFOR
As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
so my soul longs for you, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold 
the face of God? 

E N G L I S H
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LEARN MORE on John Wesley’s 
teaching on the means of grace. 
wes.life/means-of-grace

John Wesley, in his sermon 
“The Means of Grace,” 
defined them as the 
“outward signs, words, or 
actions, ordained of God, 
and appointed for this end, 
to be the ordinary channels 
whereby he might convey to 
men, preventing, justifying, 
or sanctifying grace.” 

 They agreed the goal of the Christian life was to see 
the face of God. But, for the Wesleys, this goal drives us to 
ask, seek and knock, to look for paths leading to God. For 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection and Pilgrim Holiness 
Church birthed from the Wesleys’ teachings, the means of 
grace were how to seek God’s face. 
 The means of grace are the places where God normally 
appears and has told us to wait for his presence.
 But it’s easy to get distracted while using the means 
of grace to meet God. Sometimes we fall in love with the 
practices, wanting others to see how good we are. Other 
times, we embrace a stillness like the Moravians hoping to 
experience God directly. There is value in this, but it should 
not be the only way we seek to hear from God.
 What does it look like to practice the means of grace? 
How can we learn to wait for God in the paths he has given 
us? For answers, we’ll look at John Wesley’s understanding of 
the means of grace and their importance in the early Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection and Pilgrim Holiness Church. 

wesleyan.life  / SPRING 2022
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THE MEANS OF GRACE
John Wesley, in his sermon “The Means 
of Grace,” defined them as the “outward 
signs, words, or actions, ordained of 
God, and appointed for this end, to be 
the ordinary channels whereby he might 
convey to men, preventing, justifying, 
or sanctifying grace.” He proclaimed, 
“The chief of these means is prayer … 
searching the Scriptures; (implying 
reading, hearing, meditating;) and 
receiving the Lord's Supper, eating bread 
and drinking wine in remembrance of 
Him.” The means of grace aren’t limited 
to the practices John chose to highlight 
in this sermon. 
 The Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection listed five instituted 
(ordained of God) means of grace in 
their first discipline: Prayer, Searching 
the Scriptures, The Lord’s Supper, 
Fasting and Christian Conference. The 
importance of these means is reinforced 
in the Pilgrim Holiness Church’s 1922 
manual, which defined neglect of 
the means of grace as a breach of the 
covenant of membership. The danger of 
having membership tied to the practice 
of the means of grace is that people 
might practice them without seeking 
the facing of God — what John called 
having the form of godliness without 
the power.
 “The Discipline of The Wesleyan 
Church” describes baptism and The 
Lord’s Supper as ordained means 
of grace. We encourage growth in 
“knowledge, love and grace of God” 
through additional means of reading 
Scripture, prayer, preaching and worship.

THE FORM WITHOUT THE POWER
John Wesley feared Methodism would 
one day hold to the outward form of 
godliness but deny its power (2 Timothy 
3:5). John and Charles Wesley, who were 
both priests in the Church of England, 
feared that many in the church had the 
form of godliness without the power 
because they made the means of grace 
an end.
 On the other hand, they feared the 
Moravians wanted the power without 
the form, thus their emphasis on stillness 
where they abandoned the means of 
grace. The Wesleys thought both form 
and power were needed; making the 
means an end and abandoning the 
means of grace were unhealthy.

PRACTICES FOR TODAY
The way to develop (or even begin) a 
relationship with God is practicing the 
means of grace while seeking God’s 
presence. What would this look like? 
 For me, it might look like this. When 
I get up in the morning, I sit quietly with 
my Bible opened to a passage I want to 
read. After I have calmed myself, I invite 
God to speak to me, slowly read the text 
and listen for what God wants to say to 
me. Too often, I can fall into the pattern 
of completing my reading so I can check 
it off my list instead of coming to meet 
and hear from God. 
 The means are not limited to our 
practice that show our love for God 
(works of piety). They’re also marked by 
the ways we love our neighbor (works 
of mercy). To get a sense of this, think 
about Matthew 25. When Jesus says that 
when you do this to the least of these, 
you’ve done it unto me, he’s saying, this 
is one of the places you can meet me. 
It shouldn’t make us feel guilty; it is an 
invitation to meet with God. This is one 
of the places God normally appears. As 
I enter these spaces, I should listen for 
God’s voice. 
 Being with God is the goal of 
the means of grace and provides an 
opportunity to listen for his still small 
voice, learning what he wants for me. 
Maybe it’s a word of encouragement or 
possibly something to do. Whatever it is, 
each meeting with God shapes our lives 
and stories, and we find ourselves drawn 
to the means of grace, so we might meet 
with him. 

John Wesley feared 
Methodism would 
one day hold to the 

outward form of 
godliness but deny 

its power.

REV. DR. PATRICK EBY is an 
associate professor of historical theology 
and Wesley studies at Wesley Seminary, 

where he also directs the Doctor of 
Ministry program.
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Enseñanza

ESPERANDO 

Diosen

l principio de su ministerio, Juan y Carlos Wesley 
se enfrentaron a esta pregunta: ¿Cómo debemos 
esperar en la presencia de Dios? Los moravos 

ingleses tenían tanto miedo de cualquier cosa que 
pudiera confundirse con ganarse el camino al cielo, que 
recomendaban que la gente se sentara en silencio, esperando 
que Dios diera el primer paso. Los Wesley se resistieron 
a este énfasis en la quietud y, en cambio, enseñaron a las 
personas a usar las prácticas que Dios estableciera en las 
Escrituras. Sin embargo, tanto los Wesley como los moravos 
se identificaron con Salmos 42:1-2, RVR: 

A

Como el ciervo brama por las corrientes 
de las aguas, 

Así clama por ti, oh Dios, el alma mía. 

Mi alma tiene sed de Dios, del Dios vivo; 

¿Cuándo vendré, y me presentaré delante 
de Dios?

 Estuvieron de acuerdo en que la meta de la vida cristiana 
era ver el rostro de Dios. Pero, para los Wesley, esta meta nos 
impulsa a pedir, a buscar, a llamar y a buscar caminos que 
conduzcan a Dios. Para La Conexión Wesleyana Metodista y 
la Iglesia Peregrinos de Santidad, nacidas de las enseñanzas de 
los Wesley, los medios de gracia eran la forma de cómo buscar 
el rostro de Dios. 
 Los medios de gracia son los lugares donde Dios 
normalmente aparece y nos ha dicho que esperemos 
su presencia. 
 Pero es fácil distraerse al usar los medios de gracia 
para encontrarnos con Dios. A veces nos enamoramos de 
las prácticas, queriendo que los demás vean lo buenos que 
somos. Otras veces, nos acogemos a la quietud, como los 
moravos, esperando experimentar a Dios directamente. Claro, 
que hay valor en esto, pero no debe ser la única forma de 
buscamos escuchar a Dios. 
 ¿Cómo sería el poner en práctica los medios de 
gracia? ¿Cómo podemos aprender a esperar en Dios en 
nuestro caminar? Para obtener respuestas, veremos la 
comprensión de Juan Wesley sobre los medios de gracia y su 
importancia en la Conexión Metodista Wesleyana temprana y 
la Iglesia Peregrinos de Santidad. 

OBTENGA MÁS INFORMACIÓN sobre las enseñanzas de 
Juan Wesley sobre los medios de gracia.
wes.life/means-of-grace

E S PA Ñ O L

Juan Wesley temía 
que, algún día, 
el metodismo se 

aferraría a la forma 
externa de piedad 

pero negaría
su poder. 
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LOS MEDIOS DE GRACIA 
Juan Wesley, en su sermón “Los medios 
de gracia,” los definió como los  “signos, 
palabras o acciones externas, ordenados 
por Dios y designados para este fin, 
para ser los canales ordinarios por los 
cuales podría transmitir a los hombres, 
su gracia preveniente, justificadora y 
santificadora.” Él proclamó: “De estos 
medios, el principal es la oración … 
examinar las escrituras; (lo que implica 
leer, escuchar, meditar;) y recibir la cena 
del Señor, comer del pan y beber de le 
copa en memoria de Él.” Los medios de 
gracia no se limitan a las prácticas que 
Juan eligió resaltar en este sermón. 
 La Conexión Metodista Wesleyana 
enumeró cinco medios de gracia 
instituidos (ordenados por Dios) en su 
primera Disciplina: la oración, examinar 
las escrituras, la cena del Señor, el ayuno 
y la conferencia cristiana. La importancia 
de estos medios se refuerza en el manual 
de 1922 de la Iglesia Peregrinos de 
Santidad, que define el descuido de los 
medios de gracia como una violación del 
pacto de membrecía. El peligro de tener 
una membrecía atada a la práctica de 
los medios de gracia es que las personas 
puedan practicarlos sin buscar el rostro 
de Dios, lo que Juan llamó tener la 
apariencia de piedad sin el poder de 
la misma. 
 “La Disciplina de La Iglesia 
Wesleyana” describe el bautismo y la 
cena del Señor como medios ordenados 
de gracia. Alentamos el crecimiento en 
“conocimiento, amor y gracia de Dios” a 
través de medios adicionales tales como 
la lectura de las escrituras, la oración, la 
predicación y la adoración. 

LA FORMA SIN EL PODER 
Juan Wesley temía que, algún día, el 
metodismo se aferraría a la forma 
externa de piedad pero negaría su 
poder (2 Timoteo 3:5). Juan y Carlos 
Wesley, ambos ministros de la Iglesia 
de Inglaterra, temían que muchos en la 
iglesia tuvieran la apariencia de piedad 
sin el poder porque hacían del medio de 
la gracia un fin. 
 Por otro lado, temían que los 
moravos quisieran el poder sin la forma, 
de ahí su énfasis en la quietud donde 
abandonaron los medios de gracia. Los 
Wesley creían que tanto la forma como 
el poder eran necesarios; hacer de los 
medios un fin y abandonar los medios 
de gracia no era saludable. 

    

PRÁCTICAS PARA HOY 
La forma de desarrollar (o incluso 
comenzar) una relación con Dios es 
practicar los medios de gracia mientras 
se busca la presencia de Dios. ¿Cómo 
sería esto?  
 Para mí, podría verse así: cuando 
me levanto por la mañana, me siento 
en silencio con mi biblia abierta en 
un pasaje que quiero leer. Después de 
haberme calmado, le pido a Dios a 
que me hable, leo lentamente el texto y 
escucho lo que Dios quiere decirme. Con 
mucha frecuencia, puedo caer en el 
patrón de completar mi lectura para 
poder tacharla de mi lista en lugar de 
venir a encontrarme y a escuchar a Dios. 
 Los medios no se limitan a nuestra 
práctica que demuestra nuestro amor 
por Dios (obras de piedad). También 
están marcados por las formas en que 
amamos a nuestro prójimo (obras de 
misericordia). Para tener una idea de 
esto, piensa en Mateo 25. Cuando Jesús 
dice que cuando haces esto al más 
pequeño de estos, me lo has hecho a mí, 
está diciendo: este es uno de los lugares 
donde puedes encontrarte conmigo. No 
debe hacernos sentir culpables, es una 
invitación a encontrarnos con Dios. Este 
es uno de los lugares donde Dios 
normalmente aparece. Al entrar en estos 
espacios, debo escuchar la voz de Dios. 
 Estar con Dios es la meta de los 
medios de gracia y brinda la oportunidad 
de escuchar su apacible y delicada voz, 
aprendiendo lo que Él quiere para 
mí. Tal vez sea una palabra de aliento o 
posiblemente algo que hacer. Sea lo que 
sea, cada encuentro con Dios da forma a 
nuestras vidas e historias, y nos sentimos 
atraídos por los medios de gracia, para 
que podamos encontrarnos con Él.  

REV. DR. PATRICK EBY
es profesor asociado de teología histórica y estudios de 
Wesley en el Seminario Wesley, donde también dirige el 

programa de Doctorado en Ministerio. 

Juan Wesley, en su sermón 
“Los medios de gracia,” los 
definió como los  “signos, 
palabras o acciones 
externas, ordenados por 
Dios y designados para 
este fin, para ser los 
canales ordinarios por los 
cuales podría transmitir 
a los hombres, su gracia 
preveniente, justificadora y 
santificadora.”



ince we have lived in our current home 
in the Midwestern U.S., several of our 
neighbors have moved in and out of the 

county for work. It seemed those who had returned 
from the Middle East were the only long-time church 
goers. However, they had lived their entire time in 
near total isolation from the unreached people group 
around them. They went to do a job and get out as 
quickly as possible. 
 What if the church expanded its idea of missions 
to make that story turn out differently? 

The global economy is on 
the move. Is the church?

If you look for it, many in The Wesleyan Church 
(TWC) are. They are moving to new places and living 
as global marketplace multipliers as the Spirit leads.
 The Drapers* realized the husband could do 
his work anywhere. Their heart for the nations 
and desire to expose their kids to the enriching 
experience of living in another culture made them 
wonder what God might do. Now affirmed by Global 
Partners, they are figuring out where to move as 
global marketplace multipliers.
 Sometimes called “digital nomads,” those in this 
category doubled in the year before COVID in the 
U.S. alone. Pandemic and permanent work policy 
shifts expand the opportunity. A “Talent Mobility 
2020” survey cited by Andrew Scott in “Scatter” 
found that “… 42 percent of employees want to 
use their company’s remote working policy to work 
from abroad,” and others find that more than half 
of Millennials aspire to work abroad. “If only 0.01 
percent of these were followers of Jesus taking a job 
among the unreached ... we would more than double 
... (those) focused on sharing the gospel with those 
who have never heard” (2016, 17). 

B Y  R E V.  D R .  D A V I D  D R U R Y

S

The 
global 

economy 
is on the 
move … 

is the 
church?
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EXPLORE global disciple making 
through the marketplace.
wes.life/GMM

PARTNER with TWC to launch a 
Marketplace Multiplier chapter.
marketplacemultipliers.com.com

Multipliers in the 
global marketplace 
could change 
everything.
It's all about those who see 
things differently.

SEE the work you now do as 
important. Work itself is worship 
and stewardship. Where you work, 
study, live and play can all be places 
for redemptive relationships. Starting 
a Marketplace Multiplier chapter can 
be a great way to enhance workplace 
intentionality.

SEE the gospel access problem 
for humanity. Four in 10 people in 
the world still don't have access to the 
gospel. Believers are finding ways to 
intentionally reach out cross-culturally 
to build relationships, share their faith 
and engage in global disciple making in 
response to this need.

SEE the global connections 
you already have. I made a false 
presumption when talking with 
someone in the healthcare field 
recently, assuming she only did 
business in her country. She mentioned 
to me that her company had 
manufacturing facilities in several other 
countries among people groups that 
don't have access to the gospel. The 
brainstorming began.

SEE your profession as a mission 
opportunity. Evan Maxwell is a 
Wesleyan higher education graduate 
who plays professional basketball 
in Europe. “I didn’t see myself as a 
missionary and didn’t think I would 
want to live cross-culturally,” Evan 
reported as he pursued basketball 
all the way to the professional level. 
“I didn’t see this life beforehand and 
wouldn’t have chosen it originally. But 
if my main calling is to Christ, then 
wherever I am, I need to respond to 
that calling.”

It means seeing how God might be 
sending you!

 Dr. Ben Paulsen* felt God sending 
him to be a physician, to use medicine 
as a bridge of friendship with people so 
that he could tell them about Jesus even 
in a place where traditional missionaries 
couldn’t go. Many thousands have 
come to know God through Jesus 
because of the use of a practical global 
marketplace multiplier skill.
 Perhaps God is ordering events to 
help you figure out how your practical 
skills could be used globally.
 Your presence might make you the 
only potential disciple maker your 
neighbors or co-workers will ever meet.
 Evan Maxwell said it this way: “If I’m 
friends with someone for a long time 
and never bring up God, then what am I 
doing? God’s given me size and abilities 
to have influence and relationships. 
... There is one Slovakian I have been 
intentionally reaching out to. He is a 
super nice guy, but he isn’t religious 
and doesn’t believe in God. We went to 
lunch and just began the conversation 
of faith, God, afterlife, and relationship 
versus religion. It was really cool. He is 
a smart guy and has a really bad taste 
in his mouth about Christians, but he is 
open to talking and learning.”

What doors are opening for you?
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*Name changed.
**Quotations from "Marketplace Multipliers: Stories of Faith and Infl uence in the Workplace" with David Drury, 2021, 
used by the permission of Wesleyan Publishing House: Fishers, Indiana.

Your presence 
might make 
you the only 
potential 
disciple maker 
your neighbors 
or co-workers 
will ever meet.

REV. DR. DAVID DRURY
is a leadership coach, consultant, 
org founder, church planter and 
author of 12 books. Find him at 
DavidDrury.com.
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Izzy Murch ’22 wanted to be involved 
with her college community, to be 
challenged academically and prepare 
to be a Wesleyan Pastor. Houghton has 
given her a chance for deep academic 
learning combined with valuable 
practical experience volunteering in 
local churches. Now, with her degree in 
religion and psychology, Izzy is ready to 
spread the gospel to the next generation 
as a Youth Pastor in The Wesleyan Church.

PASTOR
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esleyan Worship Project 
(WWP) launched in May 
2018 at Trinity Church, 

Indianapolis, with enthusiastic, 
yet tentative, certainty. Trinity 
Worship Director Josh Lavender 
and a dedicated team knew God 
had invited them to dig the wells 
of Wesleyan revival again through 
song but weren’t sure of next steps. 
Prayer generated their plan to 
invite worship leaders, writers, 
clergy and laity to resurrect 
and give new form to existing 
Wesleyan songs and to write new 
music, underscoring Wesleyan 
distinctives and becoming agents 
of transformation and discipleship. 

EXPERIENTIAL FAITH
Their hope was that refreshed 
sung worship and prayer would 
encourage people already engaged 
with God. They also wanted to 
help birth an experiential faith for 
those yet to encounter the Holy 
Spirit’s grace-filled amen as John 
and Charles Wesley did. Christian 
worship historian and original 
WWP team member Lester Ruth 
said, “When they (the Wesleys) had 
those dramatic experiences with the 

Spirit, it was a major shift. It was 
a vivification.
 “To seek renewal through 
song is deeply Wesleyan. There 
is something intrinsic about the 
wonder of God and Jesus Christ 
that requires lyrical expression 
in a song. 
 “Those of us who are the 
spiritual descendants of the Wesleys 
have forfeited ground in terms of 
contemporary songwriting,” said 
Lester. “That’s a shame because 
expressing great theology in the 
form of a song is second nature 
to us. So, for Wesleyanism to be 
true to itself involves more than 
just singing the hymns of Charles 
Wesley, it means writing our own.”

GOD’S GRACE LEADS 
Four years later, Josh reflects, 
“Looking back, it seems like God 
was just getting us started, birthing 
a desire for songwriting in us.” 
 WWP retreat veteran Andrea 
Merrill, Worship Arts pastor, 
Eastern Hills Church, Williamsville, 
New York, says, “I think the WWP 
opened my eyes to the process of 
co-writes. I had personally never 
really done that, but after the first 
retreat we started having one-day 
songwriting retreats for our team 
in the same format. We implement 
new songs for our congregation — 
about one per sermon series — and 
teach through it about the ‘whys’ 
behind the write. It’s changed our 
worship culture in so many ways!” 
 Just as shared song and worship 
is building a deeper connection 
to sermon content and among 
churches involved with WWP, it’s 
also calling worship writers and 
pastors to deeper reflection. 

W

The whys 
behind 
the write 

DISCOVER MORE about the 
Wesleyan Worship Project.
wes.life/wwp 
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 “Something I noticed,” 
Josh said, “is that with this 
pandemic, there’s a renewed 
need for worship leaders to 
ask the question, ‘what do 
our people need to sing in 
this moment?’”
 WWP has made 
resources available through 
individual song releases, 
and, in late 2020, debuted a 
12-song collection, “Path of 
Peace.” The collection’s songs 
reflect the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit in contributions 
of WWP teachers and 
worship leaders across 
generations and geographic 
locales from California to 
New York. 
 Adjunct Professor Yamil 
Acevedo, Crown College, 
St. Bonifacius, Minnesota, 
spoke on being an outsider 
during a WWP retreat. The 
resulting song, “Perfect 
Love,” is a prayer that God 
would fill our hearts and 
churches with tangible love 
lived out, painting a picture 
in words and music of how 
that would look.

Fill us with your kindness to 
welcome others home
Send us to the stranger so no 
one is alone
Fill us with your mercy 
Come and make us one
Teach us how to love …

Make my life a table
Make this place a home
Where everyone belongs
And no one is alone
Make this church a family
Where everyone is known
And fill us with your love

GOD’S GRACE AMPLIFIES 
WWP impacts The 
Wesleyan Church and other 
parts of the Wesleyan/
Methodist movement. 
Jonathan Powers, assistant 
worship professor at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, 
recently co-sponsored a 
WWP songwriting retreat 
during which Constance 
Cherry, Wesleyan worship 
author, Indiana Wesleyan 
University professor 
emeritus and Wesley 
Seminary affiliate professor, 
spoke on confession. 

 “Several churches with 
pastoral or worship staff who 
attended have introduced 
a confessional aspect into 
their service believing God is 
reviving it as an element 
of their Sunday worship,” 
said Josh.
 “It is my belief that 
the Wesleyan Worship 
Project is a divinely inspired 
movement to enrich the song 
of the church, especially 
for believers in the pan-
Wesleyan tradition,” said 
Constance. “It’s making a 
much-needed contribution 
to that end. The organizers 
have responded obediently to 
God’s call and are faithfully 
pursuing the aspirations God 
has placed on their hearts. It’s 
exciting to be a part of 
the project.”
  Spring and fall retreats 
at Trinity continue and will 
be augmented by summer 
and winter retreats at 
Asbury Seminary. Plans 
are also in place for a 
worship summit, calling the 
matriarchs and patriarchs 
of the Wesleyan/Methodist 
movement together. 

A DREAM AND A PRAYER
The March 2022 retreat 
focused “… on awakening 
and how we can allow God 
to birth prayer in us,” said 
Josh. “Those who came 
learned to wait on God and 
discerned the Kairos — right 
time — as he renews our 
strength. The idea was that 
while we wait, we’re praying, 
we’re travailing. We’re asking 
for God to give us his heart 
for this moment, for our 
people, for this season. 
We wanted to know what 
it means to wait on God, 
what it means to travail 
in prayer for what God is 
asking and wanting.” David 
Thomas, SeedBed NewRoom 
Movement, who wrote his 
dissertation on travailing 
prayer, was the speaker.
 At the heart of the 
Wesleyan Worship Project is 
awakening by grace, holiness, 
prayer and living into the 
future of God’s kingdom now. 
 As we again dig the wells 
of Wesleyan worship, we 
pray God may teach us his 
ways, that we may walk in 
his paths and sing his praises, 
everywhere to everywhere.  

REGISTER for a WWP retreat.
wes.life/registerWWP 

ANDREA HUNTER
is a member of the Wesleyan Worship 

Project team. She has been involved in 
creating, studying, writing about and 
producing Christian sung worship for 

the past 40 years.  



Pick it up at wphstore.com!

Affordable, Flexible, 
Formative, Unique Curriculum 

for Kids Church.

ROOTS: Fruit of the Spirit is a digital curriculum 
designed to fuel the fires of a deep, holy, 

authentic experience with God in 
the hearts of children.

ROOTS is an undated, 1-year children’s curriculum 
grounded in Wesleyan theology.

Lessons are designed for both in-person 
and online teaching.

2-4 MONTH CROSS-CULTURAL
MENTORED INTERNSHIPS

2-4 MONTH
MENTOR

GPONLINE.ORG/NEXT

CzechRepublic
UnitedKingdom
Dearborn,MI
EasternEurope
Central Europe
TurkicArabic
QuebecCity
Thailand

Apply Now!

NEXT_intern



he division of Education and Clergy Development 
(ECD) is rooted in a deep commitment to pastoral 
wellbeing. They work to develop opportunities for pastors

to grow healthier and, in the process, lead healthier churches. 
 Full Strength Network (FSN) is one ECD partner. FSN is 
dedicated to serving individuals in ministry by offering services 
proven to help them and their families thrive and flourish under 
church leadership pressures. Donors generously help FSN provide a 
membership program, offering ministry leaders access to a variety 
of services like confidential counseling, coaching, peer huddles, 
wellbeing content and respite referrals. Through a special FSN/ECD 
arrangement, any staff member on payroll at a Wesleyan church is 
eligible for a discounted 12-month membership rate of $109. 
 “Sometimes as pastors, we think it’s selfish to care for ourselves, 
but we need to,” reflected Rev. Mandi Smith, Awaken and Residency 
pastor at Ransom Church, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She started 
her FSN membership when her family began their life there. As her 
daughter struggled with the transition, Rev. Smith recognized their 
need for counseling. A $200-per-session price tag made counseling 
unattainable for both. 
 ECD introduced Rev. Smith to FSN, which provided her with 
professional counseling. “My counselor has been incredible and 
has blessed me in countless ways. Sometimes you get in ruts. … 
and you need some adjustments — for someone to help you see to 
the bigger picture.”

January 4-7
2023

WESLEYAN.ORG/GATHERING

We can’t wait to see you there! 
Registration opens July 1, 2022.

Caribe Royale in Orlando, Florida

T

LEARN MORE about how TFI and FSN may 
benefi t your clergy and congregation.
wes.life/tfi  
wes.life/fsn

Healthy pastors,
            healthy churches
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  With access to affordable 
counseling, Rev. Smith found she’s 
able to better lead and shepherd. “FSN 
helps me to be more empathetic with 
the people and pastors I lead and 
serve. Th is is work that everybody can 
and should do. It’s hard work but it’s 
worthwhile, and it helps us serve the 
kingdom better.”
 Dave Higle, ECD’s director of 
Clergy Care and Development, suggests 
that since FSN’s cost is so affordable 
for such a high value, local churches 
should consider making an FSN 
membership part of their budget for 
the pastors’ wellbeing.
 Another opportunity available 
to local church pastors is Thrive 
Financial Initiative (TFI), funded 
by a Lilly Endowment grant and 
sustained through ECD efforts. The 
program is designed to help pastors 
overcome economic challenges that 
affect ministry effectiveness. Pastors 
and key lay leaders work together to 
provide extra funds or resources to 
support the pastor, complete required 
financial learning journeys and receive 
a matching grant. 
  TFI provided the funds needed 
for Rev. Todd Sloan’s last semester at 
Wesley Seminary. Rev. Sloan, executive 
pastor at Fellowship Community 
Church, Spring Hill, Florida, said, 
“For me, the biggest benefit of TFI 
was in helping me get a degree that 
helped my own spiritual formation. 

“Being in seminary 
has created a new 
foundation for me 
to lead from — 
which wouldn’t be 
possible without 
the TFI support.”
The Florida District uses TFI and 
FSN to support pastors in education, 
counseling and financial stability.
  Additionally, Rev. Sloan met with a 
financial advisor and his congregation 
to shore up some gaps in his financial 
planning. “It can be terrifying, but 
it’s a huge benefit to you and your 
congregation,” he said. “It helps you 
talk about finances without shame or 
baggage of the past … and in a more 
holistic perspective.” He emphasizes the 
importance of including lay leaders in 
the process. 
 “Most pastors are working 
and praying for healthy churches,” 
said Rev. Ethan Linder of College 
Wesleyan Church, Marion, Indiana. 
“Sometimes, our lack of focus on 
our health gets in the way. TFI 
and FSN offer opportunities for 
pastors and families to make strides 
toward the kinds of wellbeing we 
hope for in our churches.” 

“FSN helps me to 
be more empathetic
with the people and 
pastors I lead and 
serve. This is work 
that everybody can 
and should do,” said 
Rev. Smith.

GRACIA GORMONG
is a recent graduate of Indiana 

Wesleyan University with a 
bachelor’s in music education and 

honors humanities. 
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eachers influence for a lifetime. Christian 
teachers influence for eternity.

 The Wesleyan Church family celebrated 
the rich life and ministry of the Rev. Henrietta 
Mae Griffith this past year. Born in Stockton, 
New Jersey, on November 30, 1923, Rev. Griffith 
died on September 24, 2021. She was a teacher 
and preacher who spent more than 60 years 
influencing students training for ministry at 
Kentucky Mountain Bible College (KMBC), 
Jackson, Kentucky.
 Born into a fairly affluent family, Rev. Griffith 
was saved at age 14. She soon felt called to be a 
missionary to Eastern Kentucky. Many family and 
friends told her that “coming to Kentucky was 
wasting her life. She would be a nobody — lost 
and forgotten. This city girl came anyway, without 
support. This hardship didn't break her, it only 
made her tougher and more resolute!” stated 
KMBC staff.
 After graduating high school, she earned a 
bachelor's degree in philosophy and religion from 
Asbury College in 1945. She worked long hours to 
earn money while taking a full academic load. She 
also earned a theological diploma from Kentucky 
Mountain Bible Institute and, in 1950, a master’s 
degree in Christian education from Asbury 
Theological Seminary. She was ordained in 1951.
 Wisdom and wit, combined with fervency and 
drive, fostered in Rev. Griffith a love for teaching, 
her students, the people of Eastern Kentucky and 
local high school sports.

T

A well-rounded teacher 
throughout her tenure, “Miss 
Griff” taught students ranging 
from first grade to college, in 
equally diverse fields of study, 
from geometry to Bible theology.Holiness 

in everyday 
work clothes
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*Information on Rev. Grif� th’s life was gleaned from Facebook posts of her students, KMBC newsletter 
and https://www.kmbc.edu/aboutus/our-history/henrietta-grif� th.

 A well-rounded teacher throughout her 
tenure, “Miss Griff” taught students ranging 
from first grade to college, in equally diverse 
fields of study, from geometry to Bible 
theology. She exemplified a zeal for the Bible 
and holiness theology. 
 Former student, Rev. John Walton (KMBC 
‘86), said of her, “I always looked forward 
to her classes. She was passionate about 
scripture. She loved on us as students — 
straightforward and strict but you knew that 
she cared for you.” He also recalled that Rev. 
Griffith prayed before every class. “She was a 
Godly example.” 
 She often preached to small local 
congregations through pulpit supply and 
revival services, always giving an altar call. 
Many people professed faith and sanctification 
through her preaching. Rev. Griffith traveled 
to India to preach and led group trips to Israel 
and 10 European countries.

College professors often 
have unique opportunities to 
step into the roles of pastor 
and counselor or of surrogate 
parent for students. At her 
funeral, it was noted that Rev. Griffith was a 
spiritual mother to hundreds of students. She 
excelled in this multifaceted role as a mentor 
and “example of what holiness looks like in 
everyday work clothes.”*

 Students and area residents loved Rev. 
Griffith and her pioneer spirit. Her passion 
and influence reached far beyond the 
classroom and the pulpit, endearing her to 
many while also creating opportunities for 
Christ to be preached in everyday situations. 
She and her best friend, Mary Ellen Mowery, 
were avid fans of the local Breathitt County 
High School sports teams. 
 In her last years, Rev. Griffith and Ms. 
Mowery lived in a house built for them on 
the KMBC campus, allowing Rev. Griffith 
to continue influencing students and local 
people as her physical health permitted. 
 In her book, “Out with Joy,” Rev. Griffith 
sums up her earthly journey with these final 
words of testimony: “God has led. He has 
given me ‘righteousness, joy, and peace in the 
Holy Ghost.’ I wish that I could have done it all 
better, but to Him be all the praise and glory.”

The Wesleyan Church celebrates 
Rev. Griffith, a woman of faith, courage 
and humble influence. Her life and years 
of ministry epitomize one person living as 
a Kingdom Force Unleashed in “everyday 
work clothes.” 

“God has led. He has given me 
‘righteousness, joy, and peace in the 
Holy Ghost.’ I wish that I could have 
done it all better, but to Him be all 
the praise and glory,” said Rev. Griffith.

REV. EMILY HINES
is the Discipleship and First 
Impressions pastor at Brookhaven 
Wesleyan Church in Marion, Indiana.
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FULL STORY
wes.life/hope-holiness 

THE WESLEYAN 
DISTINCTIVE SERIES 

A series elevating conversations 
about God and celebrating our 
shared values toward e� ective 
ministry in The Wesleyan Church.

FULL STORY
wes.life/WDseries 



JUST ONE
ALL IT TAKES IS

VISIT

I N D I A N A  W E S L E Y A N  U N I V E R S I T Y

IWU is intentional about helping students discover 

their God-given individuality and life calling, and to 

grow in kindness, humility, belonging, integrity, and 

courage—our community values.

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY!
ADMISSIONS@INDWES.EDU  |  765-677-6507

LOOK FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF UPCOMING 
VISIT DAYS AT INDWES.EDU/VISIT

Discover SWU
This small, personal campus visit option that includes a 

campus tour, a general overview of SWU, and next steps 

from admissions and financial aid. 

Preview Day 
A great way to explore SWU alongside other prospective 

students and learn more about our campus, our community, 

and what it’s like to attend college here.

Discover Southern Wesleyan University

www.swu.edu  |  864.644.5000

$1,000 Campus Visit Grant
Students who schedule and make an official campus 

visit through the Office of Admissions will receive a 

$1,000 Campus Visit Grant the first year at SWU.
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Remembered

REV. MILTON BAGLEY (90) died 
August 18. He pastored in Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, Canada, and Maine and 
Michigan, United States. He also served as 
missionary with Wesleyan World Missions 
(now Global Partners) in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Liberia. 

REV. RONALD C. BECKER (76) died 
November 25. He pastored in Minnesota, 
Iowa and Indiana.

REV. WILLIAM LESTER BOONE (87) 
died August 27. He pastored in the 
Northwest District.

REV. RONALD BREY (81) died 
September 13. He pastored in Minnesota.

REV. THELMA DOROTHY BROWN (99) 
died August 15. She pastored in California 
and Michigan.

REV. BENJAMIN CAPSHAW (41) 
died August 19. He pastored in Indiana
and Michigan.

REV. TIMOTHY EUGENE CLINE (60) died 
September 13. He pastored in New Mexico.

REV. ROY E. CRAWFORD (91)
died December 11. He pastored in 
the Chicagoland area and served 

as district superintendent of the 
Northern Illinois District (now Th e 

Great Lakes Region).

REV. CLIFFORD P. DEAN (89) 
died September 30. He pastored in Ohio 
and Indiana.

REV. GERALD LEWIS HEYD (84) died 
August 25. He pastored in Michigan. 

REV. GARY ISAACS (71) died November 21. 
He pastored in Indiana.

REV. HAZEL MARIE THOMAS 
LEATHERMAN (95) died December 9. She 
pastored in the North Carolina West and 
Kansas Districts.

REV. VERL A. LIGHT (81) died August 25. 
He pastored in Ohio.

REV. LEIGH FRANKLIN NYGARD (84)
died January 9. He pastored in Illinois, 
Washington and Indiana.

REV. ERNEST JOSEPH ROHRBACKER (72)
died September 7. He pastored in the
Penn York District. 

REV. ROBERT L. TUCKER (78) died 
November 7. He pastored in Th e 
Great Lakes Region.

DR. PAUL EDWARD TURNER (82) died July 
31. He pastored in South Dakota, Montana 
and Kansas. He served in the Philippines 
and throughout Asian nations with 
Global Partners.

REV. CLARK UMFLEET (82) died 
September 13. He pastored in Montana, 
North and South Dakota.

REV. GENE WHETSTONE (88) died 
August 6. He pastored in Kansas, 
Washington, Idaho and Oregon.

VISIT WESLEYAN.ORG/REMEMBERED
TO READ A FULL LIST OF OBITUARIES. 

“Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7)



We are working around the 
world to promote human 

dignity, create opportunities, 
and reinstate hope as the hands 

and feet of Jesus. 

YOU can be a part of this good work.

Learn more today. 

   worldhope.org.au    |   worldhope.ca    |   worldhope.org
AUSTRALIA USACANADA
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Wesley seminary

seminary.indwes.edu/donate

Many international Christian leaders can’t afford a 
seminary education, resulting in missed opportunities to 
increase their impact in ministry. But with your donation, 
Wesley Seminary can offer theological education to anyone 
who wants to grow their ministry skills and expand their 
capacity for impact. 

Schedule your monthly donation today:

Just $350 a month   provides a Master of Divinity to an 
international student. Students like:

Joshua Azikiwe
Principal of Emmanuel Wesleyan
Bible College in Eswatini 

Joshe Bose
National Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Church in Bangladesh

Eswatini

Bangladesh

global Leaders 
Equip


