
Pastor Residency FAQ’s 
What is a Residency? 

A residency is a 1-2 year assignment in a local Wesleyan Church designed to give you mentoring and coaching 

after you finish college but before you launch completely into full time ministry. It is a chance to “learn the ropes" of 

practical ministry before taking the risk of full responsibility on your own. 

Why should I do a residency? 

A 1-2 year residency gives you a chance to get significant ministry experience in a healthy flourishing church yet it 

does not “throw you into the deep end" of full time responsibility without mentoring and coaching. It is an extension 

of your classroom education into a couple years as a staff position in a vital local church, yet with the protection and 

guidance of a mentor and coach. A “ministry residency" is similar to what medical doctors do when they serve a 

couple of years in a hospital to finish their training after classes but before going into their own practice. Leading 

churches is a complicated and complex work and the best place to learn some things is on the front lines—in the 

local church. A 1-2 year residency gives you a chance to launch into your own full time responsibility later with 

strong references from a flourishing church staff and pastor. 

How is this different from an Internship, practicum or supervised ministry? 

It's longer, more intense, and requires more time than any of these. A practicum is usually a couple hours a week 

while you are in school. An internship is usually a full summer or semester while still in school. A Residency is a 1-2 

year staff position in a church where you get mentoring and coaching from an experienced minister. 



How much does a residency cost? 

This part of your ministerial training won't cost you—you actually might get paidsome. Many local church residencies 

supply free housing and even provide a stipend for your personal expenses. Some allow you to even get another 

part time job as you learn. And. if you have a Wesleyan loan-grant a residency will likely apply toward forgiveness of 

these too. The housing and stipend depends on the local church offering a residency, just like all jobs in The 

Wesleyan Church--there is not one uniform salary for either pastors or residents. 

Where can I find open residency positions? 

Open residency positions at listed at the regular Wesleyan jobs page. Residency positions are identified in the 

"Time" column. (The listing includes regular jobs –full time or part time—but also some will be listed as a 

“Residency" To see the jobs page click here. 

What if there are no Residencies listed? 

If you want to be reminded when a new residency gets listed (or sometimes churches offer them and don't list them 

here) just send an email to the chair of the "Early Ministry Initiative" Keith Drury at druryk@wesleyan.org and say 

"Remind me when a residency comes open." 
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